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THESIS TITLE and Ph.D SUPERVISOR 

 Palaeofloristics of northeast India and its implications based on megaremains. 

 Dr. Rakesh C. Mehrotra (Retired Scientist G and Addn. Director of the Birbal Sahni 
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Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow) 

 
AREA OF SPECIALISATION 

 Cenozoic megafossils 

��

RESEARCH INTEREST 
 Late Cretaceous to Cenozoic biotic response and hyperthermal events. 

 Monsoon evolution and intensification during the Cenozoic 

 Angiosperm evolution, diversification, and distribution. 

 

METHODOLOGY�
 Systematics 

 CLAMP (Climate Leaf Analysis Multivariate Program)(https://clamp.ibcas.ac.cn/) 

 CA (Coexistence Approach) (https://www.neclime.de/index.html) 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP�
 NECLIME (Neogene Climate Evolution in Eurasia). 

 Member of Palaeobotanical Society, Lucknow.�

 Member of the International Organization of Palaeobotany. 

 

HONOURS and AWARDS  
1. President’s International Fellowship (2019) from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, China. 

2. President’s International Fellowship (2018) from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, China. 

3. Diamond Jubilee Medal (2018) from the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences for 

publishing papers in high-quality refereed journals.  

4. Sharda Chandra Memorial Gold Medal (2016) from the Palaeontological Society of India, 

Lucknow for outstanding contribution in the field of palaeontology.  

5. Prof. R.C. Mishra Gold Medal (2015) from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, 

Dehradun for the best piece of research work in Geosciences. 

6. Diamond Jubilee Medal (2014) from the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences for 

https://clamp.ibcas.ac.cn/
https://www.neclime.de/index.html


publishing papers in high-quality refereed journals. 

7. Dr. B.S. Venkatachala Gold Medal (2010) from the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences 

for best research work done among the young scientist of the Birbal Sahni Institute of 

Palaeosciences. 

8. Graduate Aptitude Test (GATE)–2006 (Life Sciences) 

�

�INHOUSE (BSIP) RESEARCH PROJECT 

 Member of Project 3 entitled “Pre-and post-collision biotic turnover(s) and climate 

change(s) pertaining to India”. (Status: Ongoing). 

 
EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH PROJECT 

 Principle Investigator of SERB sponsored project no. CRG/2019/002461 entitled 

“Appraisal of the Neogene vegetation shift and climate in northern India, based on plant 

megafossils”. (Status: Completed). 

 

Ph.D STUDENTS 
 Ms. Harshita Bhatia (Status: Thesis submitted) 

 Mr. Sadanand (Status: Ongoing) 

 

JOURNALS EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBER 
 Global and Planetary Change, Elsevier (https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/global-

and-planetary-change/about/editorial-board). 

 Earth History and Biodiversity, Elsevier (https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-

history-and-biodiversity/about/editorial-board). 

 PhytoTalks (https://phytotalks.com/index.php/pt). 

 

REVIEWER OF THE JOURNALS 
 PNAS;Earth-Science Review;Geology;Geoscience Frontiers; Global and Planetary 

Change; Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology and Palaeoecology;Plant Diversity; 

Palaeobiodiversity and Palaeoenvironments; PlosOne;Quaternary Research;Review of 

Paleobotany and Palynology;Phytotaxa;ActaPalaeobotanica;Himalayan Geology; Current 
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Science;Palaeobotanist, andGeophytology. 

 

 
 
CONFERENCES/ MEETINGS 

1. Invited talk entitled “Digging the past for a better future” in an online meeting organized 

by the Department of Botany, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong on 30.10.2023. 

2. Participated and presented a research paper on “Leaf physiognomy reveals orographic 

control over the Paleogene Asian monsoon” in NECLIME online conference held during 

November 21-24, 2022. 

3. Participated and presented a research paper on “Miocene evolution of modern Indian 

Summer Monsoon (ISM) and biodiversity hotspots: plant fossil evidence” in National 

Conference on Ecological Restoration and Biodiversity Conservation held during 

September 17-18, 2022. 

4. Participated and presented a research paper on “Monsoon and vegetation shift during 

the Neogene: evidence from the Siwalik flora of eastern Himalaya” in NECLIME online 

conference held during April 19-21, 2021. 

5. Participated and presented a paper (Keynote Address) on “Cenozoic flora and climate 

of Inia and vis-à-vis movement of Indian plate” in Global Climate Change: Evidences, 

Causes, Effects and Solutions organized by Department of Botany, Ewing Christian 

College, Prayagraj, India from July 5-7, 2020. 

6. International conference on From sea level to world roof: uplift history and biological 

evolution of the Himalaya, June 08-14, 2019, organized by Journal of Systematics and 

Evolution, Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. 

7. National seminar on Deccan Volcanism and Biotic Events across the K/T boundary, 

Oct. 26-28, 2017, organized by Department of Applied Geology, Dr. Hari Singh Gaur 

Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar, M.P. 

8. National symposium on Current Trends in Research in Biotic Systems, June 29–30, 

2017,organized by Department of Botany, North-Eastern Hill University (NEHU), 

Shillong, Meghalaya. 

9. ATBC Asia-Pacific Chapter Meeting, March 25–28, 2017 organised by 



XishuangbannaTropical Botanical Garden, Menglun, Mengla, Yunnan Province, China. 

10. National conference on Palaeogene of Indian Subcontinent, April 23–24. 2015, 

organized jointly by Geological Survey of India and Birbal Sahni Institute of  

Palaeobotany, Lucknow. 

11. International conference on Plant Culture and Environment, Henan province, China, 

Sept. 18–23, 2012. 

12. World conference on Paleontology and Stratigraphy Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand, 

Nov. 28–Dec. 2, 2011. 

13. National Seminar on Geodynamics, sedimentation and biotic response in the context of 

India-Asia collision, Nov. 26–28, 2009, organised by Geology Dept., Mizoram 

University, Mizoram. 

14. Attended and presented DST sponsored project progress report in PAMC meeting on 

Deep Continental Studies, Jan. 20–21, 2009, organised by Dept. of Science & 

Technology, Govt. of India, held at Geology Dept., University of Kerala. 

15. Plant life through the ages, Nov. 16–17, 2008, organized by Birbal Sahni Institute of 

Palaeobotany, Lucknow. 

16. Indo-China International conference onBiotic and climatic changes in the Indo-China 

region,Nov. 14–15, 2008, organized by Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow. 

17. Indo-Myanmar Ranges in the Tectonic Framework of the Himalaya and Southeast Asia, 

Nov. 27–29, 2008, organized by Department of Earth Sciences, Manipur University, 

Imphal. 

18. XXI Indian Colloquium on Micropalaeontology and Stratigraphy, Nov. 16–17, 2007, 

organized by Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow. 

19. National Field Workshop in Neogene Succession of MizoramNov.1–3, 2007, organized 

by Department of Geology, Mizoram University, Aizawl. 

20. Entrepreneurship Awareness Camp, October 14–16, 2006, Co-ordinating Agency: 

Entrepreneurship development Centre, University of Lucknow, Lucknow.  

21. National Conference on Biodiversity & Applied Botany of Plants, Oct.8–10, 

2003organized by Department of Botany, University of Lucknow. 
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